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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) socio-economic circumstance of farmers in Rim
Simung Sub-District, KhaoKho District, Phetchabun Province 2) application of the philosophy of
sufficiency economy in daily lives 3) farmers opinions on application of the philosophy of sufficiency
economy in daily lives 4) factors relating to application of the philosophy of sufficiency economy to
practice and factors relating to opinions on application of the philosophy of sufficiency economy in
daily lives 5) problems of application of the philosophy of sufficiency economy in daily lives of
farmers.

Population for this study comprised farmers from 281 households who registered with the
Department of Agricultural Extension in 2011 in the area of Rim Simung Sub-District, KhaoKho
District, Phetchabun Province. A number of 165 samples were identified by simple random sampling
and drawing farmers’ names according to proportions of farmer household in Rim Simung Sub-
District. Interview form was instrument for data compilation. Data obtained was analyzed by
computer programs using statistics which included frequency, percentage, mean, maximum value,
minimum value, standard deviation and multiple regression analysis.

Findings from the research results were as follows. (1) Almost two-third were male with the
average age at 47.06 years. They completed primary education level. Their average occupied
agricultural area was 23.76 rai. The average of their owned land was 18.49 rai. The averaged rented
area was 20.52 rai. Their average planting area for free of charge was 15.5 rai. Their average
household labor was 2.73 persons. Their average hired labor was 4.21 persons. Most of them spent
their own money as capital for agriculture. Their average annual income from agriculture was
133,684.84 baht while the average annual income from non-agriculture was 54,247.09 baht. They
received information on sufficiency economy from community leaders. Their average attendance in
sufficiency economy training workshop was 1.76 times. Their average study visit was 1.54 times.
From self-evaluation, their knowledge about sufficiency economy was at medium level. (2) Farmers
applied sufficiency economy in daily lives at medium level by decreasing expense, increasing income,
savings, leading lives, natural resources and environment conservation, favoring, sharing, and helping
each other. (3) Opinion toward application of the philosophy of sufficiency economy in daily lives by
6 aspects was at high level. (4) Factors relating to application of the philosophy of sufficiency
economy to practice was statistical significant i.e. number of occupied agricultural area and average
income from agriculture. Factors relating to opinions on application of the philosophy of sufficiency
economy was statistical significant i.e. the average income from agriculture and knowledge on
sufficiency economy. (5) Their problem about application of the philosophy of sufficiency economy
by 6 aspects was at medium level. They proposed that knowledge be provided and application of the
philosophy of sufficiency economy be carried on suitable with farmers’ socio-economic circumstance.

Keywords: Opinion, Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy, Rim Simung Sub-District, KhaoKho
Distrsict, Phetchabun Province
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